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Tbfi Mowing is ^ listing of the claims under revised 37 CFJl. 1.121. 

J , (Currently amended) A system for managing a uransxnission of funds, 

comprising: 

a first interface for communicating fw^i information regarding at least one payment 

source; 

a second interface for communicating second information regarding at least one payee 
account; and 

a processor, communicating with the fin>t interface and the second inierface, the 
processor selectably directing the transmission of fiinds from the at least one payment source to 
the ai lea:it one payee account based on an optimization detenninacion thai is performed by the 
processor, the optimization determination deietmirung a payment mechanism to use to transfer 
the funds from the at least one payment source to the at least one payee account, wherein the at 
least one payment source is determined prior to performing ibe optimization determination; 

wherein the processor: 

determines from a set of payment mechanisms a reduced set of payment 
mechanisms, the reduced set being a set of pos^iblo payment mechanistns frPtn wjiic^ one 
pavmenT mer|inf)Um is d grermined to ihm oQuld effect the transmission of funds; and 

after determining the reduced set of potioiblo p ayment mechanisms, the processor 
performs the optimization determination; and 

the processor effecting the transfer of fiinds using the determined payment mechanism. 

2. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein the optimization determination 
comprises a calculation of at least one of payment source data, payee account data, payment 
schedule data, payment type data and privacy data, 
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3. (Original) The sysiera of claim I , wherein the at least one paymem source 
comprises at leasi one of a direct deposit account, a source credit ctccount, a mortgage account, a 
siecunties account, a money market account, a micro payment account, an overdraft account and 
a stored value account. 

4. (Original) The system of claim I, wherein the at lea^t one payee account 
comprises at leasi one of a utility accoum. a mortgage account, a payee credit account, and a 
contribution account. 

5. (Original) The system of claim I, funher compri^jing a storage module, 
communicating with the processor, the storage module storing at least one of rhe data on the 
optimization determination, data on the at lea^^t one payment source account, and data on the at 
least one payee account. 

6. (Original) The system of claim I , wherein at least one of the first interface and 
die second interface comprises a telephone connection. 

7. (Original) The system of claim I . wherein at least one of the first interface and 
The second interface comprises a network connection, 

8. (Original) The system of claim 7, wherein the network connection comprises a 
remote client ftom which a user nmy conununicate transaction instructions. 

9. (Original) The system of claim 8, wherein the remote client comprises at least 
one of a computer, a network-enabled cellular telephone, a portable digital assistant, a paging 
device, and a sei-iopbox, 

10. (Original) The system of claim 7, wherein the user comprises at least one of a 
consumer, a. businesij entity and a government entity. 

1 1 . (Original) The system of claim I, wherein at least one of the first interface and 
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The second inierface comprises a desjcpp grapbical user interface directly conwnunicating with 
the processor. 

12. (Originttl) The system of claim 8, wherein the processor performs an 
optimization on a transaction carried out according to the tmnsaction instructions. 

13. (Original) The system of claim 12. wherein the optimization comprises at least 
one of rainimi2ing a cost variable, fulfilling a transaction schedule, mimmizing a payment 
penally, maximizing a float of the at least one source account, ensuring an affiliation between the 
payment source and the payee account, maximizing security, maximizing reliability, minimizing 
risk, ftilfdling a contractual obligation, maximizing volume discounts, aggregating a u-ansaction 
amounts, tnaxittiizing a transaction amount and maximizing available bonu:* awards- 

14. (Original) The system of claim 13. wherein the optimization comprises 
minimizing a cost variable, and the cost variable comprises at least one of a transaction cost 
charged to a payment initiator and an internal cost absorbed by a payment enabler. 

15. (Original) The system of claim 1. wherein the optimization deiertnination 
comprises utilization of third party associations and payment providers. 

16. (Original) The system of claim 15, wherein members of the third pany 
associations are systematically identified by at least one of real time calls to the third pany 
association, and real lime calls to a datastore containing third party association member data 
which is periodically updated, 

17. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein the optimization determination 
comprises a systematic identification and internal settlement for closed loop payments in which 
the payment source and the at least one payee account reside within one entity. 

1 8. (Original) The system of claitn 14, wherein an expense reduction resulting from 
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optimization of the cost variable is realized by at least one of the payment enabler and the 
payment iniiiaior 

19. (Currently zunended) The system of claim 2, wherein a payment inititttor is 
presented with at least two p^megi mechanisms that meet ihe payment schedule dm and 
associated costs of the at least iwo mechani5>ms, and the payment iniriator is permitted to 
manually choose an optimal method of transfer. 

20. (Original) The system of claim I, wherein the transmission of funds comprises a 
currency conversion. 

2 1 . (Curr^ntiy amended) A computer implemented method for managing a 
transmission of funds, comprising: 

a) communicating first information regarding at least one payment source; 

b) conmiimicatmg second information tegarding at least one payee account; 

c) deiemuning from a set of payment mechanisms a reduced set of payment mechanisms, 
the reduced set being a set of poai^iblo p ayment mechanisms thai could affec rf ro^ ^hl g h "P^ 



d) performing an optimization determination for a uansaction being funded by the at least 



one payment source, the optimization determination deiennimng one payment mechanism, out of 
the reduced set being a set of pe&sifek^-paymem mechanisn^, to use in transmitting the funds; and 

e) directing the transmission of funds from the at least one payment source to the at least 
one payee account using the one paynient mechanism; and 

wherein the at least one paymeni source is determined prior to performing the 
optimization determination. 

22, (Previously pnsscnted) The computer implemented mecbod of claim 2 1 , wherein 




deiemriined to effecj the transmission of funds; 
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the optimization deierminaiion comprises a step e) of calcujaiing at least one of payment source 

data, payee account data, payment iichedule data, payment type data and privacy data, 

23. (Previously presented) The computer implenaented method of claim 2 1 , whertiin 
ihe at least one payment source comprises at least one of a direct deposit account, a source credit 
account, tt mortgage account, a securities account, a money market account, a jiiicro payment 
account, an overdraft account and a stored value account. 

24, (Previously presented) The computer implemented method of claim 2 1 , wherein 
the at least one payee account comprises at least one of a utility account, a mongage account, a 
payee credit account, and a contribution account. 

25, (Previously presented) The computer implemented method of claim 2 i, funher 
comprising a step of g) storing at least one of the data on the optinnzation deierminauon. data on 
the ai least one payment source account, and data on the at least one payee account. 

26, (Previously presented) The computer implemented method of claim 2 1 , wherein 
at least one of step a) and step b) comprises communicating via telephone connection- 

27, (Previously presented) The computer implemented method of claim 2 i, wherein 
at least one of step a) and step b) comprises communicating via a network connection. 

28. (Previously presented) The computer implemented method of claim 27, whetein 
the network connection comprises a remote client from which a user may communicate 
transaction instructions, 

29. (Previously presented) The computer implemented method of claim 28, wherein 
the remote client comprises at least one of a computer, a network-enabled cellular telephone, a 
portable digital assistant, a paging device, and a set-top box. 

30. (Previously presented) The computer implemented method of claim 27, wherein 

6 

PA(£8/14'RCVDAT2fl5l20077:12:20PM [Eastern Standv^ 



Fab-15-07 OrMlpm Froni-HUNTON £ WILLIAUS + T-686 P. 09/14 F-903 

Anomey Docker No.: 47004.0001 15 
Application No. 09/985,900 

the user coi?^ris>es ai leasi one of a consumer, a business eniity and a govemmeni emiiy- 

31. (previously presented) Tne computer implemented method of ciium 2 1 , wherein 
at least one of siep a) and step b) comprises communicating with the processor directly via a 
desktop graphical user interface. 

32. (Previously presented) The computer implemented method of claim 2 1 , further 
comprising performing a further oprinnzation on a transaction. 

33. (Previously presented) The computer implemented method of claim 2 1 , wherein 
the btep d) of performing an optimization determination comprises performing at least one of 
minimizing a cost variable, fulfilling a transaction schedule* minimizing a payment penalty, 
maximizing a float of the at least one source account, ensuring an affiliation between the 
payment source and the payee account, maximizing security, maximizing reliability, minimizing 
risk, fulfilling a contractual obligapon, maximizing volume discounts, aggregating a transaction 
amounts, maximizing a transaction amount and maximizing available bonus awards. 

34. (Previously pnssenied) The computer implemented method of claim 33, wherein 
the optimization comprises minimizing a cost variable, and the cost variable comprises at least 
one of a transaction cost charged to a payment initiator and an internal cost absorbed by a 
payment ermbler. 

35. (Previously presented) The computer implemented method of claim 2 1 , wherein 
the opiimiaaiion determination comprises utilization of third party associations and payment 
providers. 

36. (Previously presented) The computer implemented method of claim 35, wherein 
members of the third pany associations are systematically identified by at least one of real time 
calls to the third pany association, and real time calls to a datastore containing third pany 
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associaiion member daia which is periodicaJiy upcjaied- 

37. (Previously presented) The computer implemented method of claim 21, wherein 
the optimization determination comprises a systematic identification and internal settlement for 
closed loop payments in which the payment source and the at least one payee account reside 
within one entity, 

38. (Previously presented) The computer implemented method of claim 34, wherein 
an expense reduction resulting from optimization of the cost variable is reali2ed by at least one of 
the payment enabler and the payment initiator- 

39. (Previously presented) The computer implemented method of claim 22, wherein 
a payment initiator is presented with at least two mechanisms that meet the payment schedule 
daia and associated costs of the at least two mechatiisms, and the payment initiator is permitted 
to manually choose an optimal method of transfer, 

40. (Previously presented) The computer implemented method of claim 2 1 , wherein 
the transmission of funds comprises a currency conversion, 

41 . (CurreiiUy amended) A system for managing a transmission of funds, 
comprising: 

means for communicating first inforaaaiion regarding at least one payment source; 
means for communicating second information regarding at least one payee account; and 
optimization means, communicating with the means for communicating first information 
and the means for communicating the second information, the optimization means selectably 
directing a n:wsmission of funds from the at least one payment source to the at least one payee 
account ba:*ed on an optimization determination, the optimization determination determining a 
payment mechanism to use to transmit the funds from the at least one payment source to the at 
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least one payee accouni; and 

wherein rhe at least one piiymem source is cjeiermined prior lo the optinuzution means 
performing The opiimizaiion determination; 
wherein the optimization means: 

determines from a set of payment mechanisms a reduced set of payment 
mechanisms, the reduced set being a set of poaifiblo p ayment mechanisms rhnr fimi i tif r^ jj] 
one payment mechartispi is detem^ined to e ffect the transmission of funds; and 

after determining the reduced set of pof^ i bfa p ayment mechanisms, the 
optimization means performs the optimization determination to determine the payment 
mechanism to use to transmit the funds; and 

the system effecting the transfer of tUnds using the determined payment 

mechanism^T 

42, (Previously presented) The computer implemented method of claim 21, when^in 
performing the optimization determination comprises maximizing volume discounts. 

43, (Previously presented) The computer impletnented method of claim 21 . wherein 
performing the optimization determination comprises aggregating a transaction amounts, 

44, (Previously presented) The computer implemented method of claim 2l» wherein 
performing the optimization determination comprises maximizing a transaction anaount and 
maximizing available bonus awards. 

45, (Previously presented) The system of claim U wherein the at least one payment 
source comprises at least one selected from the group consisting of a checking or other demand 
deposit account (DPA)» money market fund> securities account, stored value accouni, credit card 
accouni, currency account* overdraft line of credit, micro payment account, and line of credit, 
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46. (Previouisiy prt?:ienied} The isysiem of claim 1, wbereia Uie processor funher 
perfonning a second opnmizauon process, rfie second opumizawon process seleciing die ai leasi 
payment soufce, from a plurality of paymeni sources, based on an opiinaizaiion process, 

47. (Previously preseniedj The sysiem of cl^im 1, wherein the system allows the 
payraeni request initiator to select a payment source from a pluraUiy of payment sources. 
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